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HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF
AMY T. SAJDA

HON. DONALD S. BEYER, JR.

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 14, 2017

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and recognize the outstanding contribu-
tions made by Ms. Amy T. Sajda, who will re-
tire from the Defense Logistics Agency in Fort
Belvoir, Virginia, on February 28, 2018.

Ms. Sajda’s distinguished government ca-
reer spans over 32 years, and her record of
achievement during this period reflects greatly
upon herself and upon the organization at
which she has served, including her most re-
cent role as DLA’s Director of the Office of
Small Business Programs. Her contributions to
the national defense were significant and she
will be missed as she moves on to new and
exciting opportunities.

Ms. Sajda, originally from Bellmawr, New
Jersey, entered the Federal service working
for the Defense Industrial Supply Center, a
Major Subordinate Command of the Defense
Logistics Agency, in Philadelphia, Pennsyl-
vania in July 1985. There, she held a series
of positions in contracting, eventually becom-
ing a contracting officer in August 1988. Ms.
Sajda attended Glassboro State College (now
Rowan University), the University of Phoenix,
and is the recipient of special achievement
and performance awards, including the Excep-
tional Civilian Service Award in 2009 and the
Meritorious Civilian Service Award in 2014. In
2014, she was selected into the Executive De-
velopment Program and attended the Federal
Executive Institute in Charlottesville, Virginia; a
program designed to provide a Department of
Defense framework for developing future civil-
ian leaders.

In 1991, Ms. Sajda joined the Defense Lo-
gistics Agency Headquarters as a procure-
ment analyst providing contracting expertise
and guidance to field contracting activities.
From 1993 through 2006 she participated in
numerous Procurement Management Reviews
of DLA’s contracting activities, ensuring the in-
tegrity of the procurement process; becoming
the Procurement Management Review Pro-
gram Manager in 2004. In 2007 Ms. Sajda
was selected to implement the Base Realign-
ment and Closure Act 2005 decision to trans-
fer procurement management and related sup-
port functions for Depot-Level Reparable from
the Military Services to DLA. Her procurement
expertise and conscientious commitment to
serving the warfighter facilitated the smooth
transfer a year ahead of schedule at a savings
of $357 million.

Ms. Sajda reached a career benchmark in
2011 with her selection as DLA’s Director of
the Office of Small Business Programs. In this
role she is responsible for increasing the
amount of Federal contract dollars awarded to
small businesses. Her guidance and vision
propelled DLA to steadily increase the amount
awarded to small businesses during her ten-

ure culminating in award of over 33.5 percent
of eligible contract dollars to small businesses
in fiscal year 2017 for an Agency high $10 bil-
lion dollars.

Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to recognize
Amy T. Sajda’s contributions to the Defense
Logistics Agency and the American people,
and | ask that my colleagues join me in con-
gratulating her on her retirement from civil
service. She epitomizes the dedication and
professionalism that make our Federal civil
service a model all over the world.

—————

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS
MARKUP

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 14, 2017

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker,
today the House Committee on Foreign Affairs
held a markup of very important pieces of leg-
islation. | wish to commend Chairman Royce
and the Ranking Member for the bipartisan
approach to advancing a number of important
measures.

Briefly, | want to comment on the Chair-
man’s H.R. 2219 on increasing the role of the
financial industry in combatting human traf-
ficking.

This bill will force an appraisal of best prac-
tices to stop the flow of funds from human
trafficking and integrate the Treasury Depart-
ment into a whole-of-government effort to
combat the scourge of human trafficking. In
this regard, it echoes provisions in H.R. 2200,
which passed the House earlier this year.

Wisely, it takes a “follow the money” ap-
proach, and asks the question, why do traf-
fickers traffic? Because that is where the
money is. Unlike hard to transport drugs,
which are sold only once to end users and
then consumed—human traffickers cynically
see people as a commodity which can be
bought and sold, used and exploited, over and
over again. This will help staunch the flow of
funds from such exploitation, and thereby
disincentivize those whose greed drives them
to reduce their fellow human beings as a
means to an end.

Last week our subcommittee held a hearing
on Advancing Human Rights to Combat Extre-
mism. One of the takeaways underscored the
need on supporting key allies in the Muslim
world who bravely stand up against the ex-
tremists. In this fight, we have no more impor-
tant an ally than Jordan. |, therefore, strongly
support the Chairman’s “United States-Jordan
Defense Cooperation Extension Act.”

The War Crimes Rewards Expansion Act,
an amendment to the State Department Basic
Authorities Act of 1956, is yet another effort to
provide for the means to punish those who en-
gage in genocide or war crimes. Since we
continue to see such crimes committed in
countries such as Syria, Iraq and the Central
African Republic, we must continue our efforts

to apply justice to those who so heartlessly
take the lives of entire groups of people.

While there is an International Criminal
Court, and regional tribunals have been estab-
lished to punish these criminals in countries
such as Yugoslavia, Rwanda and Sierra
Leone, these criminals too often manage to
escape punishment. Russia or China often
block our efforts to engage the ICC, and even
when the court is empowered to move for-
ward, very little is accomplished.

That was why | introduced the concurrent
resolution in the last Congress to create a
special court for Syria. Unfortunately, while the
House overwhelmingly passed that measure,
the Senate declined to consider it.

Nevertheless, we must continue to press
forward with efforts to make it easier to bring
perpetrators of genocide and war crimes to
trial—both to bring justice for their victims and
as a warning to others that their actions don’t
provide for impunity. That is why | support
Representative FOXX’s bill.

———

CELEBRATING THE MILITARY
SERVICE OF SENIOR AIRMAN
KATIE MAE COGBILL, USAF

HON. BRIAN BABIN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 14, 2017

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
thank a great woman for her military service
and to recognize her unprecedented accom-
plishments, Senior Airman Katie Mae Cogbill
of the United States Air Force. Airman Cogbill
was born on November 26, 1989 in Big
Spring, Texas to Vickie Scales and Wayne
Dial.

Airman Cogbill exemplifies all that is right
with our young people of today and is an ex-
ample of the great accomplishments one can
achieve with determination and dedication.

After graduating from Bridge City High
School, Katie married her husband, Daniel
and on July 29, 2010 their son Barrett was
born. That is when the course of Airman
Cogpbill’'s life changed and little did she know
her destiny defined.

Barrett was diagnosed with Autism and
Katie’s fight for resources to help her son
began. While fighting financial stress and a
lack of resources, Katie’s strength and hope
never wavered. Her love, tenacity and dedica-
tion to her family led her to join the United
States Air Force in 2014.

In addition to financial stability, Katie re-
ceives therapy benefits for Barrett and was
shown that the Air Force fulfills its promise to
take care of its people. Barrett now exceeds
expectations and thrives.

Today, Katie is known as Senior Airman
Katie Cogbill, 19th Medical Operations Squad-
ron at Little Rock Air Force Base where she
works as an Aerospace Medical Services
Technician and is responsible for the patients
of the Women’s Health Clinic.
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